
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Playwrights Local 4181 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: The Mac Wellman Homecoming Festival 

Your Project Summary: A three-day, free celebration of Cleveland-born playwright Mac Wellman, among 

the most influential playwrights of the Off-Off-Broadway era. Wellman has authored dozens of plays, with 

productions in North America, Europe, China, and Japan. He also is a significant teacher of playwriting, 

impacting many of today’s most-lauded writers as head of the MFA program at Brooklyn College. 

Presented in partnership with Cleveland State U., NEOMFA, Baldwin Wallace U., and multiple local theater 

companies. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

      

Trey Hartt 
(Richmond, VA) 

Hollyann Vickers 
(Alameda, CA) 

Rebecca Berrios 
(Nashville, TN) 

Christy Uchida  
(Chicago, IL) 

Ruby Lopez Harper 
(Washington, DC) 

Andrew Goldberg 
(Miami, FL) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The Mac Wellman Homecoming Festival will provide artistic & cultural vibrancy through a 

community celebration of this accomplished, local playwright.  It seems like an ambitious endeavor for 

such a young organization, but you have provided evidence that you are building meaningful relationships 

with other stakeholders in the community that will contribute to the success of the project. The proposal 

would have been even stronger if there was more information about your strategy for reaching the 

broader public that you intend to reach via colleges, schools, and neighborhood organizations. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this project meets the funding criteria. The festival is free and open to the general public, 

making this of public benefit. The project is engaging qualified literary/theatrical professionals, 

demonstrating cultural vibrancy. The budget is realistic, and there is a dedicated team to ensure 

successfully planning and managing the project, demonstrating organizational capacity. I suggest re-

examining the goal so that it is not the project itself, but rather more related to the hopes for impact of 

the project, and the measuring that follows that logic. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: As an historic moment, bringing a successful playwright back to Cleveland for a retrospective 

of sorts, the public benefit is great. Who knows if there will be another Mac Wellman festival ever again. 

With so many partners involved in the project, there is great potential for it to reach a wide audience. I'm 

glad the applicant took further steps to define the community rather than keeping it broadly "the arts 

community in Greater Cleveland." Artistic and cultural vibrancy seems high for the area; it's certainly high 

for the content. Organizational capacity is strong. It's a thoughtful budget for the festival, though seems 

low for such an involved project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The project met the funding criteria. The project clearly aligns with the mission of the 

organization. The organization clearly understands its community and how to engage partners to ensure 

the success of this program. The measures towards progress on the stated goals were clear. I would have 

liked to have seen more detail around how they plan to reach schools and neighborhood organizations to 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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ensure residents participate. Also, how or if they will measure this participation and to what end. The 

budget was clear and reasonable and provided sufficient detail to demonstrate the organization's ability 

to plan and execute successful projects. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria.  Yes, the Festival provides public benefit by 

building meaningful relationships with other stakeholders, notably the two other theaters and the 

universities that are meaningfully providing some cash and in-kind support.  The Festival is also open to 

the public and welcomes all, however, I wonder if it's necessary for all of the events to be free.  Sometimes 

events are perceived to have more value if there is an admission charge, however, since this is a new 

initiative of a new organization, it probably makes sense to keep it free.  A Festival format seems like a 

good way to contribute to lively and energetic neighborhoods.  And one of the biggest artistic/cultural 

vibrancy benefits is inspiring the community to think creatively/differently about local playwriting.  It's 

encouraging to see that a tentative schedule is already on the website months in advance, and the budget 

seems reasonable, both demonstrating good organizational capacity. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, Playwrights Local 4181 meets the funding criteria. They are seeking funding for a 3-day 

festival to celebrate local playwright Mac Wellman. The organization has done a particularly fantastic job 

of building relationships with other stakeholders (universities, other theater companies, libraries, 

nonprofit orgs) which will help the festival reach the widest community possible. With a mission of 

providing a spotlight for local playwrights, Playwrights Local 4181 provides public benefit at many 

different levels. The organization wrote about how they collect and utilize feedback, but they could have 

more measurable goals in future applications. Playwrights Local 4181 has a plan to meet the match and 

include a coordinated group of people who are working together to implement the festival. 

Panelist 5 

Panelist 6 


